Background

Agriculture research and education are the backbone of agriculture development,
particularly in the state like Uttar Pradesh, where agriculture is the main contributor to Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). In order to co-ordinate and monitor the research, teaching and extension
activities in agriculture, being carried out in the state, the Government of Uttar Pradesh established

U.P. Council of Agricultural Research (UPCAR) in 1989.

The research on local/regional problems was mostly conducted by State Agriculture
Universities (SAUs), that too not extensively on account of paucity of funds till 1993 when State
Agricultural Produce Markets Board, U.P. provided assistance of Rs. 4.0 crores as seed money for
corpus fund for the establishment of "Shodh Nidhi" or "Research Fund" at UPCAR with the
condition that only the interest accrued thereon shall be used for carrying out location specific and

priority research in SAUs and other research institutes situated in U.P.

For proper utilization of Shodh Nidhi, UPCAR has developed guidelines, formats, rules
and regulations and constituted a Research Advisory Committee (RAC) vide GOUP Order No.
4656/12-5-600/89/93, dated 20-11-1993. The constitution of RAC is as follows:-

. Chairman-U.P. Council of Agricultural Research Chairman
° Director General, UPCAR Member
. Vice -chancellors of SAUS of U.P. Member
. Secretary, Agriculture, GOUP Member
. Special Secretary, Finance, GOUP Member
. Director, Rajya Krishi Utpadan Mandi Parishad Member
. Director Agriculture/Animal Husbandry/Fisheries/ Horticulture, U.P. Member
. Subject Matter Specialist, [CAR Member

UPCAR provides funds from Shodh Nidhi for carrying out priority research in agriculture

in the following broad areas-

1. Natural Resource Management and Engineering.

2. Crops Sciences

3. Horticulture Sciences

4.  Plant Protection Sciences

5. Veterinary, Animal Husbandry, Dairy and Fisheries
6.  Social Sciences
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